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Speaking in Arabic, writing in French (learning Darija and Tamazight). Not your
everyday internship. After I was welcomed by the OMDH staff, I quickly settled in,
and learned how to advocate as a civil society organisation working jointly with other
organisations on issues such as the death penalty and the rights of refugees. In
addition to working on these policy issues I also worked on court cases being
brought by my host organisation.

My primary role as part of the capital punishment team included translation of the
website http://www.tudert.ma/en from French into English (tudert meaning peace in
Tamazight), regular updates of the website concerning capital punishment and
preparation of educational materials for youth and young adults. My work on the
website was acknowledged by the EU (which has an interest in the organisation as
one of its primary financial sponsors) in its annual report after a visit from its
representatives.

A significant part of my internship was dedicated to preparation for the first annual
Youth Forum against the Death Penalty, hosted by my organisation (OMDH), along
with other regional human rights organisations in Fez, Morocco. I assisted through
proofing documents, preparation of bags with educational resources such as books
and leaflets, as well as the distribution of these bags in the forum. Some of the skills
I had not expected to develop were undertaking the role of amateur photographer
during the forum and collaborating on a short promotional video (an example of my
work can be seen in this piece compiled during the Conference
https://www.facebook.com/Tudert-Mouvement-Abolitionniste-Marocain-
1396598370605256/?fref=nf).  I also acted as a translator and a cultural interpreter. I
was given the task to take care of Billy Babbitt, our American guest speaker, who
was the brother of Manuel ‘Manny’ Babbitt a mentally ill prisoner executed by the
state of California in 1999. The documentary Last Day of Freedom explores ‘Manny’
Babbitt’s mental health issues and Billy Babbitt’s struggle to support his brother
whilst recognising the seriousness of the crimes his brother has committed.

As a result of my experience, I developed cross cultural skills, language skills, and a
deeper appreciation of the movement for the abolition of the death penalty.
Organisations such as Organisation Marocaine des Droits Humains have made
tireless efforts to hold government bodies accountable by lobbying for changes in
laws and bringing lawsuits challenging the legality of the imposition of the death
penalty. Perhaps a notable example can be expressed through my translation
excerpt below on the Arab Spring protest movements of 2011. The protests notably
resulted in the adoption, by referendum, of a new Constitution issued on 29 July
2011. Articles 20-22 provide the fundamental basis for the abolition of the death
penalty:



“[The Constitution] … now recognizes crimes of torture, kidnapping and enforced
disappearance, which were previously concealed. It also emphasizes the right to physical
and moral integrity of persons. Finally, the constitutional text provides a base of a right
that was not previously recognized: the right to life.”1

After the regional Youth Forum against the Death Penalty I assisted in the
drafting process of the Declaration of Fez (excerpt below). The Declaration
reaffirmed the necessity of abolishing the death penalty. Inter alia, It called upon
the states to:

2.1 Support the UN resolution calling for the establishment of a universal moratorium

on executions of the death penalty. This will be submitted for voting to the United

Nation’s General Assembly in December 2016;

2.2 Ratify the Second Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and

Political Rights for the abolition of the death penalty;

2.3 Implement the recommendations made by UN treaty bodies in the context of the

Universal Periodic Review (UPR) and the Human Rights Committee (CCPR);

2.4 Undertake deep and extensive penal reforms, aiming to abolish the death penalty

from legal systems;

2.5 Adopt criminal and punitive policies allowing prisoners the right to education,

rehabilitation and reintegration in society, instead of current policies advocating

violence, revenge and vengeance; and

2.6 Improve prison conditions for death row inmates in accordance with international

standards of treatment of prisoners sentenced to death, inter alia, commuting the

death sentence to another penalty, and for prison staff in charge of death row to

have sufficient qualifications.

Through my experiences I have come to appreciate the deep impact a
nongovernment organisation can have on an entire country. In carrying out their
work organisations and individuals must have a deeply rooted understanding of a
country’s laws, history, and future potential. It also is necessary to engage young
people and to appreciate their ability to be a driving force for social progress and
fundamental change.

This internship would not have been possible without the support and assistance of
the Law Foundation of South Australia. I would like to thank the Foundation for the

1 http://tudert.ma/en/peine-de-mort-au-maroc/the-death-penalty-in-the-constitution



support it extended to me as it allowed me to put into practice the knowledge and
skills I had gained as a human rights student at Flinders University.

Following the completion of my internship I graduated in Law, Behavioural Science
(Psychology), and Bachelor of Letters (French), was admitted as a practicing
solicitor, interned with a policy think tank in Washington DC, interned in the Federal
Parliament and will be working as a graduate in the ACT government next year.
These positions would not have been possible without the knowledge I gained, skills
I developed, and scholarship support from the Law Foundation during this Moroccan
human rights internship.


