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I would like to begin by thanking the Law Foundation for the financial support I
received which enabled me to work with the Centre for Human Rights in South
Africa. Without the Human Rights Scholarship my internship would not have been
possible.

The Centre for Human Rights is based at Pretoria University Law School; the Centre
celebrated its 30th anniversary during the period of my internship. The organisation
has a strong academic focus that underpins its work on legal and political issues in
Africa.  This substantive background has enhanced its reputation and has enabled it
to influence policy and legal debates.  Unfortunately, my second internship in
Uganda did not come to fruition however the Centre for Human Rights offered me a
stipend so that I could continue my work with them. This extended my internship to
four months at the Centre.

During my internship I worked under the Director of the Centre, Prof Franz Viljoin.
My first project was researching issues associated with the arrest warrant for the
Sudanese President Omar Al Bashir. The Centre was nominated as amicus curiae for
the South African Litigation Centre which was bringing a lawsuit against the South
African government for its failure to arrest Al Bashir in accordance with an
international arrest warrant issued by the International Criminal Court. Prof Viljoin
and I researched, amongst other things, the debates surrounding the adoption of the
Rome Statute by the South African government in order to highlight the
commitments undertaken by the government and its knowledge of its obligations
under the Statute.

Whilst the case was in progress, the South African President declared at the 26th

ordinary summit of the African Union that South Africa would lead the withdrawal
of African states from the Rome statute or work to amend Article 27 of the statute in
order to allow immunity from arrest by state leaders. I was instructed to write a
report on this incident which Prof Viljoen and I published as a press release from the
Centre.

Another aspect of my work related to a panel discussion held by the Centre with
respect to the legal and political consequences of Rwanda’s withdrawal from the
clause under the African Charter of Human and People’s Rights allowing
individuals direct access to the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights. I was
instructed to write the report on the panel discussion. The Academic Coordinator of
the Centre for Human Rights, Prof Michelo Hansungule was one of the legal
counselors who opposed Rwanda’s move. I worked closely with Prof Hansungule
on this report.

During my time at the Centre I completed two of their short courses in order to
improve my understanding of the human rights issues facing individuals in various
parts of Africa. The first was on LGBTI representation throughout Africa and the
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second was on disability rights throughout Africa. Additionally, I gave a
presentation for a master class focusing on the Australian human rights system and
the differences between the implementation and protection of human rights in
Australia and South Africa. This was a great opportunity; it allowed me to improve
my pubic speaking abilities and to gain experience in the preparation of a
professional presentation.  The exercise helped me to integrate the various skills I
had obtained whilst undertaking my Law degree at Flinders University.

This internship allowed me to work in the field of human rights and international
law and gain first-hand experience of the myriad issues that arise in the day to day
practice of these fields of law. As the focus of my work was on Africa, I gained a
deeper understanding of global issues, in particular the manner in which human
rights issues are understood in other countries.  It can be difficult when living in one
country to comprehend how matters are approached in another context and which
issues are considered to be matters of priority. This has inspired me to pursue a
career in international law and to concentrate on Africa as a source of employment
for my future endeavors. I believe the time abroad working with the Centre for
Human Rights has given me the opportunity to grow within myself and mature
with a much greater understanding of Africa and some of the issues certain
countries face regarding the implementation of human rights.

The internship in South Africa has been one of the greatest experiences I have had in
my life. It was a fascinating intellectual experience and has changed my outlook on
my future. I look forward to going back to work in Africa and, if possible, would like
to work with the Centre for Human Rights.

Kind Regards
Joelon Fincher


