
Law Foundation Scholarships - Human Rights Internship Programme

I am writing to express my gratitude to the Law Foundation of South Australia for
generously awarding me a scholarship to participate in the Adelaide Law School’s
Human Rights Internship Programme in 2015.

I am currently in my final year of a Bachelor of Laws degree at the University of
Adelaide. From December 2015 until February 2016, I undertook a 2.5-month
internship at the Capital Post-Conviction Project of Louisiana - a non-profit office
providing legal representation to indigent, death-sentenced individuals - located in New
Orleans, Louisiana.

In my role as a legal intern, I had a wide range of responsibilities - from legal research,
to summarising documents, and assisting with the drafting of petitions for filing in
court. I had the opportunity to work alongside experienced attorneys, paralegals and
administrative staff. I received invaluable advice and feedback from my supervisors,
and found myself constantly inspired by the dedication and compassion of my
colleagues. This experience increased my confidence in my own abilities as a future
legal practitioner.

Over the course of my internship, I gained direct exposure to the Louisiana criminal
justice system. I had the opportunity to research complex questions of criminal and
constitutional law, and gained exposure to US case law and legislation, at both the state
and federal level. I had experiences that would not have been available to me as a
tourist, such as attending court, travelling interstate to undertake investigatory work,
and visiting clients at the Angola State Penitentiary. I gained insights into the injustices
and inefficiencies of the capital punishment system and had the opportunity to make a
direct contribution to the representation of death row inmates.

Over the course of my internship, I developed research and advocacy skills that could
not be taught in a classroom. Whilst the subject matter of capital defence work can be
confronting, from the first day of my internship, it was apparent that there are countless
attorneys, paralegals and other staff members, in capital defence offices across the
United States, working tirelessly to provide high quality legal representation to
defendants who might otherwise be denied access to justice. This experience
highlighted the immense value of public defence work, and reinforced my commitment
to pursuing a career in the public service.

I am highly grateful to the Law Foundation of South Australia for the financial support
I received in undertaking this internship. The Scholarship I received made a significant
contribution to my travel and accommodation expenses, and thus, eased a number of
the financial pressures associated with undertaking an international internship.

Yours sincerely
Katherine O’Connell


